William "Will" Thoms
February 25, 1965 - September 10, 2014

William A. “Will” Thoms
William “Will” Thoms of Sorento, Illinois, formerly of Carlyle, died at his home on
Wednesday, September 10, 2014 at the age of 49 years. Will was born in Carbondale,
Illinois on February 25, 1965,the son of Paul and Ruth (Rohr) Thoms. He married Carla
Birdsong in Edwardsville, Illinois on October 29, 1999 and she survives.
Will is also survived by his parents: Paul and Ruth Thoms of Carlyle; a stepdaughter:
Amber Birdsong; two sisters: Kris Slater and husband James of Belleville, Illinois and
Paula Thoms and her partner Kim Woodard of Bemoseen, Vermont; and his dog Dicey.
Will was a chef and thoroughly enjoyed cooking and music. He helped with high schools
to improve their halftime programs. He was a full-age member of the Black Knights Drum
and Bugle Corps and in his youth was extremely active with skateboarding.
Friends may visit with the family Saturday, September 13, 2014 from 6 to 8:00 P.M. at the
Frerker Funeral Home in Carlyle. A funeral service will follow with Rev. Earl Menchhofer
officiating.
Committal services will be private.
For those wishing to honor Will with a memorial, the family suggests the Black Knights
Drum and Bugle Corps, the American Cancer Society, or to the charity of the donor’s
choice and those will be received at the Frerker Funeral Home in Carlyle.
A Celebration of Will’s Life will be held at a later date.
Condolences may be sent to the family at http://www.frerkerfuneral.com

Cemetery
Carlyle Cemetery
4th and Clinton
Carlyle, IL, 62231

Comments

“

I'm sorry this is late, but I just saw this. My name is Cynthia Wessel. I grew up down
the street from Will's grandpa Christy. He taught me how to skateboard. He built a
wooden ramp and we were crazy on that thing. I have great memories when he was
around. So sorry for your loss.

Cyn Spence - November 15, 2014 at 01:39 PM

“

My first friend from Kindergarten all through high school. Will always found a way to
make me laugh. I'm sure the other angels will understand if you'd prefer a tuba
instead of a harp :) Rest in peace my friend.
Kevin Lilly

Kevin Lilly - September 17, 2014 at 08:09 PM

“

Paul & Ruth,
Will was always so happy when you came to the brunch at the Galaxy but I believe
he was even happier when he prepared the food for your anniversary celebration.
You raised a fine and remarkable Gentleman who will be remembered by everyone
he touched.
Carla,
My sincerest condolences to you & Amber. I know we had our ups & downs at work,
but thru Will & my daily conversations, you were his world. He loved you both very
much. You are facing many long & rough days ahead, believe you me, I know...but
keep him close at all times. Whether it be his humor, intelligence or his just being
himself, he will always be with you. During these rough times stop and reflect on the
memories, they will keep you going.
Thoughts & Prayers,
Nancy
I want to share a poem by Henry Scott Holland titled Death is Nothing at All.
Death is nothing at all. I have only slipped away to the next room. I am I and you are
you. Whatever we were to each other, That, we still are.
Call me by my old familiar name. Speak to me in the easy way which you always
used. Put no difference into your tone. Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow.
Laugh as we always laughed at the little jokes we enjoyed together. Play, smile, think
of me. Pray for me. Let my name be ever the household word that it always was. Let
it be spoken without effect. Without the trace of a shadow on it.
Life means all that it ever meant. It is the same that it ever was. There is absolute
unbroken continuity. Why should I be out of mind because I am out of sight?
I am but waiting for you. For an interval. Somewhere. Very near. Just around the
corner.
All is well.

Nancy - September 13, 2014 at 12:48 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of William "Will" Thoms.

September 13, 2014 at 10:45 AM

“

Hi everyone :) This is Brittany and John, we are very good friends with Will and
Carla. Will has been the biggest inspiration in our life. He always pushed us to be
better and to never settle for less than what we deserve. He encouraged Amber and I
to stay in school and become successful. He was always there for us, even at 3 am
when we wanted him to make us food lol God gained an amazing angel. We love you
so much Will. Thank you for everything. <3 <3 <3

Brittany Wilson - September 12, 2014 at 11:16 PM

“

Hiya this is Amber, Will's daughter. My biological father wasn't in my life and being
fatherless was hard. By the time I was five, will showed up and became the father I
needed. After years of being together, we got very close. He was my rock and my
mentor. I asked for his opinion and advice often since he was never wrong. I admired
his knowledge, humour, and ability to always see the good in life and people. He saw
my potential even when I couldn't and still dont sometimes. Anyways, here is a funny
memory we shared. One time we went to eat sushi at Wasabi's in Edwardsville. He
convinced me to try this new quail egg sushi. I was skeptical but trusted him as
usual....big mistake. It was the grossest thing I've ever had. I was desperate to get
the taste out of my mouth and tried guzzling down some soy sauce which only made
it worse. The whole time he was laughing so hard and making fun of me. We shared
great times that cant be replaced. He was my rock and kept me sane. I hope it gets
easier for all of us who miss him but he's not really gone. He's free and I can be
happy with that. He was too good for this world. I hope I can be all he believed I
could be and he has the best seat in the house to witness it. I love him and I'll never
forget him. Love to all.

Amber Birdsong - September 12, 2014 at 04:20 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of William "Will" Thoms.

September 12, 2014 at 03:27 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of William "Will" Thoms.

September 12, 2014 at 01:44 PM

“

Thinking of you during this difficult time. You are in our prayers.
Franklin Elementary School Staff

Christine - September 12, 2014 at 11:03 AM

“

1 file added to the album Black Knight Memories of Will

Terri Monroe - September 11, 2014 at 08:14 PM

“

4 files added to the album Black Knight Memories of Will

Mary Carriker - September 11, 2014 at 07:02 PM

“

Carla My sympathy. My favorite memory was the mystery dinner he had at the galaxy
and his telling the story of how Bananas Foster was developed.Everyone had a great
time that night thanks to him.
Bob Reckmann

Bob Reckmann - September 11, 2014 at 06:45 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of William "Will" Thoms.

September 11, 2014 at 06:35 PM

“

I started Will on the euphonium in the fifth grade, I believe, and I remember working
with him on a solo on "Euryanthe " to the point of nauseum. I came back to the area
several times, and on one occasion the Black knights were performing, and I saw
Will and a couple of other of my former students participating. My next connection
was when my daughter was taking harp lessons, her teacher told of a tuba player
helping her carry the harp as they were on tour. She referred to him as "Big Will."
When she told me has last name, I was taken by surprise, as I didn't know he had
switched to tuba, and that he majored in music. We were reunited on face book, and
had many pleasant conversations about music, and the good old days.
My condolences to Carla, Paul, and Ruth, Kris, and Paula

William Reynolds - September 11, 2014 at 05:03 PM

“

I'm Carla , Wills wife .. I had to smile today when I was thinking about all the fun we
had cooking together .. He told me when it was his turn to leave this world, he
wanted to cook all day the day before he was to pass, so he would know everyone
would have a good meal .. Rest in peace my husband , my best friend , my
everything .. I love you ..

Carla Birdsong -Thoms - September 11, 2014 at 04:43 PM

