Thomas (Tony) L. Sparks Jr.
February 1, 1959 - October 25, 2020

Thomas (Tony) L. Sparks, Jr., 61, of Fairview Heights, IL, died Sunday, October 25, 2020,
at Barnes Jewish Hospital in St. Louis, MO. He was born February 01, 1959, in
Chattanooga, TN, the first born of Thomas and Rachel (Wood). He married Charlene
(Rojek) on December 07, 1993, in Murphysboro, IL, she resides in Fairview Heights.
In addition to his wife, he is survived by sons Tony Sparks of Pennsylvania, and Patrick
(Mindy) Commean of Belleville, IL; grandchildren Skylar and Chase Commean; father-inlaw Roman Rojek, brothers and sisters Wilbert (Julie), Rodney, Maurice (Ginger), June
Sparks, Lillie (Lovest) Morris and Reba Sparks. Brothers and sisters-in-law William
(Michelle), Monica (Rich) Nowakowski, Mark (Angela), Greg (Beth). Loving and dedicated
nephew, uncle, and friend to many he considered his family.
In addition to his parents, Tony was preceded in death by his mother-in-law Shirley
(Weaver) Rojek, sister Kimberly Sparks, and brothers-in-law Kenny Prusacki, Johnny and
Roman Rojek.
Tony was Assistant Public Security Director at America Center in St. Louis, MO, for 21
years after retiring as an SFC in the United States Army, serving 21 years, 3 months and
20 days.
He was a one of a kind personality who never met a stranger, he had an infectious smile,
joke to share or story to tell, a superb athlete, sports fanatic, and chef. Tony adored his
family and would do anything to help anyone. He was the most loving husband, Dad, and
Papa; who loved life and made the most of every day.
Services are pending. Memorials in Tony’s honor may be made to Charlene Sparks, c/o
Nordike Funeral Home, 15 E. Hanover Street, New Baden, IL 62265.

Comments

“

Tony Sparks, the man, the myth the legend. The past 20 years of knowing Tony have
been nothing but a God send. Tony taught me many life lessons. But I will always
remember Tony for being Tony. He never changed who he was, whether you were a
political dignitary or a kid attending an event. Tony treated everyone the same, either
that or you got the Drill Sargeant finger. Lol Thank you for all the laughs and
memories, gone but never forgotten. My condolences to Tony's family and friends.
#forever47

Eric Thomas - November 09, 2020 at 10:37 PM

“

“

Great class mate and friend nothing but love man rest in peace
Larry Acklin SR - December 18, 2020 at 05:48 PM

Dawn Bland lit a candle in memory of Thomas (Tony) L. Sparks Jr.

Dawn Bland - November 09, 2020 at 10:26 PM

“

It’s still so unreal. Tony was a kind and funny guy! His laughter was infectious. He
loved to have a good time. I fondly remember us zip lining Chattanooga just a couple
of years ago! Such a fun filled day! I miss you and I pray for Charlene’s strength each
day. RIH

Cheryl Walker - November 07, 2020 at 08:40 AM

“

Having to write this still seems so unimaginable. I had the honor of working with Tony
these last 4 years and can't imagine not seeing his smile or hear his laughter again.
Tony loved practical jokes and was always the person to find if you were having a
bad day. Everyone at WESS was better for knowing Tony and being able to work with
and for him. Sending hugs and prayers to his family and friends.

Julie Hoge - November 02, 2020 at 04:05 PM

“

Julie Dickerson lit a candle in memory of Thomas (Tony) L. Sparks Jr.

Julie Dickerson - November 02, 2020 at 07:59 AM

“

My Big Brother love you much to soon, see you on the high ground.
Nubbin

Wilbert sparks - October 30, 2020 at 09:22 PM

“

Tony was a gentleman who always had a smile on his face. Wonderful memories of
his life will comfort you during the sad times. Condolences to his family and friends.

Bonnie Abler - October 30, 2020 at 05:04 PM

“

I feel blessed to have had the chance to have Tony in my life for a season. He had
charisma and genuine goodness. He was special. My deepest sympathies to his
family and other friends for this profound loss.

Jillian (Beard) Alspach - October 30, 2020 at 02:18 PM

“

Glenda Sparks lit a candle in memory of Thomas (Tony) L. Sparks Jr.

Glenda Sparks - October 30, 2020 at 01:08 PM

“

Tina Romines-White lit a candle in memory of Thomas (Tony) L. Sparks Jr.

Tina Romines-White - October 30, 2020 at 12:43 PM

“

When you work with someone 40 hours a week for over 20 years it is hard not to feel
like family. Sharing joys and sorrows, laughing and crying. The loss of Tony hits hard.
We are all adrift this year and it was comforting knowing that Tony was around, an
anchor to hold us all together. I do not want to believe that someone so alive and
funny can possibly be gone, it is too hard to comprehend.
My deepest condolences go out to Tony's family. May your memories, and the
knowledge that Tony meant so much to so many people, bring you comfort.

Cindy Cooper - October 30, 2020 at 11:48 AM

“

Sending Gods Healing Energy and Power to the Family of our Beloved Co-Worker Tony,
May he Slumber in Perfect Peace with our Awesome God! Sincere Condolences to his
Wife ,children, Grandchildren, and entire family! Weeping May Endure for a Night but Joy
Cometh in the Morning!God Bless Ella Scott!
Ella Scott - October 30, 2020 at 03:04 PM

“

Tony always had a great smile and a kind heart. He always asked about the girls and
was always cracking jokes. He will be missed and always be in our hearts

Kenya Thomas - October 30, 2020 at 10:58 AM

“

Words can't describe the loss of Tony. He was a valued member of the Explore St.
Louis / America's Center family, and a dear friend to many. My heart goes out to the
Sparks family. We will always remember Tony.

Pam Pierce - October 30, 2020 at 10:32 AM

“

Tony was a kind and out going guy. He always wore a smile. Anything you would ask of
him, he would go out his way to make sure your needs were met. You will always be
remembered by many, as the cool, calm, and collected gentleman you were. You will be
greatly missed by all.
Pamela Grimmett- Johnson - October 30, 2020 at 11:32 AM

“

Tony was charismatic and endearing with a bigger than life personality; to me he was
the face of public safety. If I ever had a problem he would listen, we would talk and if
it was something he could solve, he’d solve it. He would speak to everyone like he
was their brother and took care of them likewise. He gave me the nickname ‘A-Team’
because he valued my efforts, and he definitely had a way of making everyone to
feel valued and welcomed. He was always very real with me, and I told him I very
much appreciated that. He took such good care for us. He was unquestionably the
best of us. None of us ever thought we would have to say goodbye to him so soon. I
sorely miss him, as we all do. However, let us also be thankful that we knew him, no
matter how brief; and let us also remember him so that he may continue to inspire
us. Let his life be a reflection of who we want to be, and his death as a remembrance
to the example he has set for us all.

Daniel S. - October 30, 2020 at 10:01 AM

“

I was part of the Security Team in 1998 that interviewed Tony for the Security
Supervisor Position. Upon Tony’s hiring we became friends and over the years our
friendship grew into him being my brother from another mother. Tony and I bonded
thru work related projects and our many conversations about our childhood, goals
and dreams for our families. It has been a pleasure working with Tony. I will miss our
conversations, his smile, laughter, having lunch together and our tours/walks around
the building. I will miss him dearly, as he was my partner in crime.
To the family, I am just a phone call away don’t hesitate to call me.
Always,
Jourdon J. Morgan, Jr.
Friend

Jourdon J Morgan, Jr - October 30, 2020 at 08:09 AM

“
“

God bless you both!
Kevin Gallen - October 30, 2020 at 08:29 AM

Tony was my mentor for over 13 years at the America’s Center. He brought a drive for
excellence from me I didn’t know I had. He befriended my family and was a great friend. I
will cherish my memories of our experiences together. To use a phrase he used on the end
of our event instructions, He made it happen!
Kevin Gallen - October 30, 2020 at 08:34 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jessica O'Rourke - October 30, 2020 at 05:25 AM

“

I too worked with Tony for 19 years. I remember all the short conversations that
turned into long conversations. He will be truly missed by all he touched.
Condolences to his family and everyone who called him friend. We are deeply
saddened

RUTH Young - October 30, 2020 at 01:14 AM

“

A kinder, more gracious person than Tony does not live on this earth. He was a lovely
human being and will be sorely missed

kathleen ratcliffe - October 30, 2020 at 12:20 AM

“

Tony was my boss and mentor. I learned much from him. He was also a practical
joker who loved to have a good laugh. He will be truly missed. My thoughts and
prayers go out to his family.

Gary Boyer - October 29, 2020 at 11:21 PM

“

TONI, we love and miss you and will always be with you in our thoughts. You will
always be my big brother in my heart. I will always remember 36 years of friendship
I cannot express the pain in words.
Charlene we think of you and love you and wish you a lot of strength, we are with
you.
We would also like to express our condolences to Toni's Family
Bernd & Lisa

Bernd Kesselring - October 29, 2020 at 10:46 PM

“

I have worked with Tony for 20yrs and I must say there is no one like him. Tony a
great person and was always willing to lend a helping hand. Tony was not just my
boss, but he was more like a big brother/mentor. He will truly be missed and must
say Heaven has truly recieved an Angel. My Prayers and condolences to his wife
and family.

Quiana Rogers - October 29, 2020 at 10:32 PM

“

9 files added to the album Memories Album

Christopher Smith - October 29, 2020 at 10:08 PM

“

Tony and I have been best friends since 8th grade. Carl came on board with us in the ninth
grade and Searcy started rolling with us in the 11th grade. Although all of us joined the
army, Tony, Carl & I all joined together and after basic training all joined back up at our first
duty assignment at Ft. Riley Kansas.
Tony was a brother to me and was loved by my mom and siblings. There was never a day
we weren't at the others house growing up. He called my mother "mom" and I called his
mother "mom". Growing up, rarely did you ever see one of us without the other. I can truly
say I loved this man as my own brother! Because we were so damned "macho" we never
used the word "Love", we always ended our phones calls and departures with "From the
heart man". We both knew what it meant, enough said.
For 45 yrs you've been a part of my life and now that part of me is no longer physically with
me, but the memories and love will always be a part of me by brother!
From the Heart Man!
Chris
Christopher Smith - October 29, 2020 at 10:49 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Tony for the past 21 years at America’s Center. He
was a great man. I always saw him smiling, he was always willing to help with
anything you needed and I am so blessed and privileged to have known and worked
with such a wonderful individual. I will truly miss him. My thoughts and prayers go out
to the family.

Nila Tuckson - October 29, 2020 at 10:01 PM

“

Tony was the man I hoped to be. His smile infectious, his demeanor calm and in control
and his commitment to others unwavering. He had the strength of an ox and the heart of a
puppy. I am devastated by his untimely passing. My thoughts and prayers go out to his
family and all who knew him.
Marty Brooks - October 30, 2020 at 06:05 AM

“

I just found out today about Tony's passing. I worked with Tony during my days at America's
Center and quite honestly I am deeply saddened and shocked. Tony was a class guy...a
genuinely good person. I remember shortly after leaving employment at America's Center I
came down for the Home Show. I saw Tony out the employee lot on Cole and asked him if
it would be okay to pull in for a short moment to take my wife's handicapped cart out of the
car. At that point he said Jack just pull in that spot and park there. Just tell the security
guard that Tony said it was okay to park there. He was truly a wonderful person and I am
for the better in knowing him. My condolences to his family. He was one of the good ones,
and words really can't express the sorrow I feel right now.
Jack - November 17, 2020 at 03:25 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Rachel Sparks - October 29, 2020 at 09:55 PM

“

3 files added to the tribute wall

Jennifer Roeseler - October 29, 2020 at 09:36 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Tiana Anderson - October 29, 2020 at 05:43 PM

“

I had the pleasure of knowing Tony for 17 years, working with him for 12 of those years. I
was still blessed to be able to chat with Tony at least once a week because our work
locations are right next door. I will miss chatting with my buddy every week. RIP, you are
truly missed. Prayers to the Sparks family.
Tiana Anderson - October 29, 2020 at 05:45 PM

“

When we came on vacation to Illinois 15 years ago, we also spent 2 days with Tony and
Charlene. Although we did a lot of different things with our 3 boys, those 2 days are the
only time they remember and cherish of the whole trip. They still talk about playing
Kentucky Derby with Tony.
Grete Timmons - October 30, 2020 at 04:51 AM

“

Thanks for all the great times you shared with us at the America Center for all of those
years. Everyone know your door was always open for them. We were all blessed to know
you and you will be missed.
Vickie rumpf - November 02, 2020 at 12:32 AM

