Gerald David "Jerry" Joyce Jr.
February 5, 1958 - February 27, 2021

Gerald David “Jerry” Joyce, Jr., 63, formerly of New Baden, died Saturday, February 27,
2021 at Anderson Hospital in Maryville. He was born February 5, 1958 in Darby, PA, the
son of Gerald David and Margaret, nee Wright, Joyce, Sr.
Jerry is survived by his son, Gerald David Joyce III and his wife Amanda of Fairview
Heights; six grandchildren, Liam, Athena, Kailee, Kaden, Callen, and Adalynn; a brother,
Kevin Joyce; and a sister, Margie (Jim) Gallagher.
In addition to his parents he was preceded in death by three brothers, Bill Joyce, John
Joyce, and Ronald Collins.
Gerald D Joyce, Jr. spent his entire life serving others. After growing up in the suburbs of
Philadelphia, he started his public service career as a firefighter and EMT for East
Lansdowne, PA. Jerry joined the Air Force in 1978 and served as a Medic for 4 years. It
was this career change that brought him to Southern Illinois where he worked in police,
fire, EMS, and eventually went to seminary school. Jerry has been serving as a chaplain
in a hospital setting for the last several years.
He has family spread far and wide, mostly because you did not have to be blood to be
family. Jerry always had a helping hand and eager ear. He was a friend to everyone he
met. Above all else he loved his children and grandchildren. His greatest joys were
volunteering at Belleville Memorial, taking care of his grandchildren, and telling the epic
stories of his life.
Funeral Services will be held at 11 a.m. Friday, March 5, 2021 at Nordike Funeral Home in
New Baden. Burial with full military honors will follow at Greenmount Cemetery in New
Baden.
Visitation will be held Friday, March 5, 2021 from 9 a.m. until time of services at Nordike
Funeral Home in New Baden.

Memorials may be made to the Down Syndrome Association of Greater St. Louis and will
be received at the funeral home.
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Comments

“

I knew Jerry when we were kids in East Lansdowne. He showed up at my front door
on Valentines Day with a huge card for me. It was almost as tall as me. We were in
6th grade at the time. Fond memories. I just reconnected with him a couple of
months back. Sad to hear of his passing. May God Bless the family of this wonderful
man.

Teresa Teetsel - June 27, 2021 at 02:22 AM

“

We were so saddened to hear of Jerry's death. He was such a good guy and we
knew him during the time he called StJohns Church in Breese his spiritual home. He
now "Sitteth at the Right Hand" of his Lord and Savior. Dave and Vicki Doetsch

vicki Doetsch - March 16, 2021 at 07:00 PM

“

Jerry was a treasure to know and so easy to love. We met in CPE in the early 2000's
and had remained friends since we met. I am so saddened to hear of his death, but I
know he is free of all the physical pain as he stands face to face with our Father in
heaven.
May God comfort his family with peace.

Lori Bliss - March 03, 2021 at 04:18 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Gerald David "Jerry" Joyce Jr..

March 02, 2021 at 10:23 PM

“

Jerry, may Shannon find you. You two have a lot to catch up on. You were always his
trusted friend. We love you.

Kellie Berg - March 01, 2021 at 09:19 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Gerald David "Jerry"
Joyce Jr..

March 01, 2021 at 06:14 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Gerald David "Jerry" Joyce Jr..

March 01, 2021 at 10:13 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Gerald David "Jerry"
Joyce Jr..

February 28, 2021 at 08:26 PM

“

Tender Tribute was purchased for the family of Gerald David "Jerry" Joyce Jr..

February 28, 2021 at 05:09 PM

“

Yo! Jerry! Why did you leave us? (Those of us from Philly area understand this
greeting which found its way into “Rocky”) This past week we chatted on Messenger
twice—about PA and his pastoral care exploits. I am deeply saddened by the Jerry’s
death; he was a friend, a former student, ministry colleague (I preached at his
commissioning), lover of NASCAR, and native metro Philadelphian. I remember his
stories of his childhood friendship with actor Peter Boyle (Young Frankenstein). May
peace and comfort attend his family and friends in this time of grief

Rev Dr Scott Davis - February 28, 2021 at 11:14 AM

